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Edinburgh, ce jour-la, nous n'hesitons pas a le
pre'dire, e'en sera fait de la Philosophic feossaise:
elle n'aura plus qu'& ce"der la place a quelque
importation de la mauvaise metaphysique de
TAllemagne ddgeneree. Puissent la sagesse et la
Constance de M. Fraser preVenir un pareil malheur,
et repondre a ce voeu public d'un vieil ami de
M. Hamilton et de 1'Ecosse."

Without an undue surrender of liberty to
tradition, I could respond gratefully to this
counsel and benediction of Cousin. I resumed
thought on the lines I had followed in the
preceding decade, in essays already described;
which, as I have said, dealt chiefly with the
rationale of our causal interpretation of the uni-
verse that was at first presented to us in transi-
tory phenomena of sense-perception, externalised
for us in self - consciousness. The discussion of
the ultimate foundation of our beliefs and know-
ledge, set agoing in Scotland by David Hume in
1738, in which Eeid, Stewart, Brown, Sir James
Mackintosh, and Sir William Hamilton had been
leading interlocutors, had to be reconsidered by
me now, at the novel point of view of the rising
scientific Agnosticism, which proposed to substitute
a wholly naturalistic basis of life and experiencegie dechoira a Aberdeen, a G-lasgow, a But
